FATHERS AND CHILDREN
over foolery, talk rubbish about art, unconscious
creativeness, parliamentarism, trial by jury, and
the deuce knows what all; while, all the while, it's
a question of getting bread to eat, while we 're
stifling under the grossest superstition, while all
our enterprises come to grief, simply because
there aren 't honest men enough to carry them
on, while the very emancipation our Govern-
ment's busy upon will hardly come to any
good, because peasants are glad to rob even
themselves to get drunk at the gin-shop/
* Yes/ interposed Pavel Petrovitch, *yes ; you
were convinced of all this, and decided not to
undertake anything seriously, yourselves/
* We decided not to undertake anything/ re~
peated Bazarov grimly.  He suddenly felt vexed
with himself for having, without reason, been so
expansive before this gentleman.
* But to confine yourselves to abuse ?*
* To confine ourselves to abuse/
* And that is called nihilism ?'
*And that's called nihilism/ Bazarov re-
peated again, this time with peculiar rude-
ness,
Pavel Petrovitch puckered up his face a little.
fSo that's it!' he observed in a strangely
composed voice. * Nihilism is to cure all our
mx&> and you, you are our heroes and saviours.
But why dp you abuse others, those reformed
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